Recurrent pancreatitis in mitochondrial cytopathy.
Diabetes mellitus and exocrine insufficiency are the commonest pancreatic manifestations of mitochondrial diseases. In contrast, pancreatitis has rarely been described in mitochondrial syndromes. We report on a patient with Kearns-Sayre syndrome and recurrent episodes of acute pancreatitis for which no explanation could be found other than the associated mitochondrial dysfunction. Interestingly, pharmacological disruption of mitochondrial metabolism in various models as well as in patients can cause pancreatitis, further supporting this association. A diagnosis of pancreatitis should be considered in any patients with mitochondrial disease and recurrent abdominal pain.